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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 3:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Wabash Building Society (non-profit), Toronto
	Name: 
	rec1: We recommend that $450 million from the New Building Canada Fund be invested in the electrification of the Union-Pearson Express diesel rail service in Toronto, as part of the development of the line into an electrified transit "Relief Line", in partnership with Metrolinx (Ontario) and the Toronto Transit Commission.
	rec2: The funding would come from the New Building Canada Fund announced as part of Budget 2013: http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/plan-eng.html
	rec3: Beneficiaries include:-5 million citizens of the GTA, especially those in economically disadvantaged areas in northwestern Toronto who have poor transit access to high-employment regions in downtown Toronto and Pearson Airport areas-all users of the TTC would benefit from relieved pressure on existing over-stressed subway and other transit lines, especially from suburban areas-international visitors & investors who would be able to take a modern, electric express train from Pearson airport to downtown Toronto-GTA economy, currently losing $6B/year due to traffic congestion -Toronto BoT
	rec4: -improved quality of life for those along transit corridors; faster access to jobs; social justice-health impacts: replace carcinogenic "cancer trains" with electric trains using abundant Ontario electricity. Reduced long-term health care costs-jobs in construction and transit services, especially in disadvantaged areas of the GTA-"green benefits" for the federal government; real contribution to reducing greenhouse gases by replacing outdated diesel with modern electric rail service-saving $200 million in operating costs: electric cheaper than diesel (Metrolinx electrification study)
	rec5: 
	rec6: 
	rec8: 
	rec9: 
	rec10: 
	rec11: 
	rec7: 
	rec12: 
	rec13: Electrification of existing GO Transit rail corridors is the right move for Toronto, Ontario, and Canada and the Federal Government.http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2013/08/02/the_logic_of_expresslocal_rail_service_to_pearson.htmlCountries around the world are rushing to electrify. A few examples: UK, New Zealand, Argentina, Latvia.http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/12273.aspxhttp://www.kiwirail.co.nz/projects/major-projects/auckland-rail-electrification.htmlhttp://www.railjournal.com/index.php/central-south-america/argentina-plans-buenos-aires-%E2%80%93-la-plata-electrification.htmlhttp://www.globalrailnews.com/2013/01/14/latvia-electrification-programme-backed-by-eu/Ontario's Metrolinx transit agency (GO Transit) supports electrification because it is cheaper to operate, provides better transit service, is healthier and greener. Infrastructure planning is well under way, including details on power delivery and substations. But there is no funding for electrification.http://gotransit.com/electrification/en/default.aspxThe Toronto Transit Commission is also studying the concept of electrified GO rail services along existing rail corridors.http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/07/24/ttc-drl-trains/World Health Organization has classified diesel exhaust as a known human carcinogen, in same category as asbestos and mustard gas. Toronto diesel lines pass 76 schools, 96 daycare facilities, 4 long-term care facilities, 300,000 residents.http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2158574/Diesel-engine-exhaust-fumes-major-cancer-risk.htmlhttp://www.tdsb.on.ca/_site/ViewItem.asp?siteid=262&menuid=23680&pageid=20519Transporting oil is dangerous and controversial. (Lac-Megantic)Ontario has abundant electric power supplies. http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/story/2011/01/26/ont-power-giveaway.htmlCanada is a world-leader in electric train technology.http://www.bombardier.com/en/transportation/projects/project.emu-norway.html?f-region=europeCommunity groups have been calling for electrification since at least 2005.http://www.cleantrain.ca/Vancouver Canada Line (funded in part by the Federal Government) is a proven example of a successful, modern, electric rail transit service from downtown to an international airport.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_LineCanada has a black eye in world capitals for a seeming lack of action on greenhouse gas and climate change issues -- federal support for electrification would have ready-made support from the province, City of Toronto, local communities and the world. Federal support for electrification would be an important bullet-point in the list of positive change being taken by Canada to offset carbon emissions. Most electricity in Ontario is produced by non-emitting sources.http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/18/business/energy-environment/obamas-keystone-pipeline-decision-risks-new-problems-either-way.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
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